Everything you need to know about HERO…
What is UGA HEROs?

UGA HEROs is the University of Georgia’s fall wide philanthropy that raises money to support H.E.R.O. for Children, Inc. and provide Quality of Life programs for children affected by HIV/AIDS in Georgia.  UGA HEROs rallies students across campus in a year long fundraiser that culminates in a grand finale at the HERO Olympics--an event for these children and UGA students to see where all money raised goes to support.  UGA HEROs works closely with the UGA football team, Athletic Association, and Head Football Coach Mark Richt and has become the largest collegiate fall philanthropy in the State of Georgia raising more than 100,000 for children affected by HIV/AIDS.

Where does our fundraising go? 

The money goes to support H.E.R.O. for Children and all costs associated with the organizations operations and programs that it provides. The money 

· It helps plan and pay for 1 event per month for each child and mentor in our SuperHEROs program. 

· In total it helps put on 2 year round programs:  
1) SuperHEROs program & 2)Global HEROs Program—International companion program. 2005 Miss Universe Natalie Glebova became the 1st Global HERO

· It helps provide 4 special events: 1) HERO for a Day 2) Fall Festival of Fun 3) HERO Olympics 4) Film on the Fifty.  Two events are held in Atlanta (HERO for a Day & Fall Festival of Fun) and two events held at the University of Georgia (HERO Olympics & Film on the Fifty). 

How do we distribute the funding? 

The money raised is distributed across programming, operational, and fundraising expenses.  These costs include planning and paying for our 4 Special events, our 2 Year Round programs, staff to run each program, and all marketing, and promotional material needed to assist with fundraising efforts for HERO Day @ Sanford Stadium, Vince Dooley Tribute, and other fundraising events throughout the year.

What is he SuperHERO’s program? 

The SuperHEROs program is one and only mentoring program for children affected with HIV/AIDS in Georgia.  H.E.R.O. for Children has an official Collaboration with Big Brothers Big Sisters to do this.  BBBS is the most reputable mentoring program in the US and has existed for 100 Years.  They do what they’re best at and we do what we’re best at 

· BBBS—Conducts interviews, background checks of all potential SuperHEROs (criminal & Sexual offender checks) and provides monthly Match support

· HERO-recruits SuperHEROs, works with and recruits infected and affected children from partner AIDS organizations, conduct Pediatric HIV training for all SuperHEROs, plans and pays for one event per month for all SuperHERO Matches.

BBBS does not raise money for the SuperHEROs program so what makes HERO unique is that we created and pay for this program based on the Mentoring best practices of BBBS but we enhance this by providing paid for events for all children and their matches.  Some of our most recent events include Hawks & Braves Games, Ice Skating & The Laser Show.

How many children do we help? 

Currently H.E.R.O. has worked with more than 200 different children infected/affected by HIV/AIDS.  Half of the children we work with are infected and half of the children are affected.  HERO works with affected children due to the overall affect on the entire family that HIV causes and was a recommendation by Grady Hospital HIV Case Managers.  In order for Children to participate in our SuperHEROs program they must be between 6 – 16 years old, live in Gwinnett, Fulton, Dekalb, or Cobb County and know their HIV status.  To participate in our Special Events we welcome all children regardless of whether or not they know their medical status. 

Who is on HERO for Children’s Board of Directors? 

The Board of Directors is crucial for setting strategy and maintaining financial oversight.  The HERO Board of Directors can be found by going to www.heroforchildren.org then selecting “About us” then “Board of Directors”.  The 11 person Board is made of Celebrities Mark Richt, Vince Dooley, and Apprentice Star Wes Moss.  In addition: a Lawyer, a Non-profit Accountant from Ernst & Young, a Wharton MBA, a Business School Professor, a Pediatric AIDS Psychologist at the CDC, Ryan, and Garrett.

What is the background of HERO for Children? Two young men, both honors business graduates decided to start a non-profit organization for children the day after graduating from college. One was Student Body President the other was President of an international non-profit organization, while one did Investment Banking in Hong Kong the other did Management Consulting in Italy, while one went to a funeral in Africa for a little boy who lost his battle to AIDS, the other taught an AIDS orphan in Brazil to blow bubbles for the first time. The question remained was whether or not some tapestry of events would bring the two together. Ironically, One had traveled to Southern Spain and the other had lived in the heart of Africa, yet both returned home to the University of Georgia, where they became friends.  Who were these young men? They were Garrett Gravesen and Ryan Gembala, they had already read "The Alchemist" and the destiny they chose was H.E.R.O. for Children
How is HERO for Children different? 

· We are the one and only organization in Georgia providing Quality of Life programs for children affected with HIV/AIDS. 

· 500 exist—we are the one and only

· Those basic needs are already being met….this is the one niche that is not

· They may have a life, but are they truly living….what defined your childhood, what you looked back on

What does improve “Quality of Life” mean? 

Anything above and beyond Basic Needs.  Because of the Financial Burden of the Parents ($10,000/yr annual income) these children are not provided with the same opportunities.

Think of a trip to the Beach---what makes the Quality of the Experience Better
People you go with / The Actual Beach (Place) you go / What you do at the Beach

· People—a constant presence in their life + positive role models to interact with

· Places—Visiting 12 New Places each year across the State  

· Things you do—Experiencing 12 events: Sports & Entertainment + Arts & Culture

What are the stats about HIV in Georgia? 

· Georgia has the 8th highest number of Pediatric AIDS cases in the US

· There are 500 organizations in Georgia working with HIV/AIDS

· Only 12 work with Children (2.5%): housing, food, medicine, basic needs

· HERO is the one and only providing a childhood and Quality of Life

What are the stats about the population we serve? 

· 75% of People living with HIV/AIDS in GA make $18,800/yr  (St. Dept. Report)

· $10,000/yr or Less: Household income of 95% of children in SuperHEROs program

· Other AIDS organizations help provide only the Basic necessities 

What is the difference between HIV and AIDS? How do you get it? 

You cannot spread AIDS; you spread HIV.  The HIV Virus causes AIDS.  It does this by affecting your immune system and attacking your T-Cells (Cells in the humane body that make your immune system strong). You cannot be infected with AIDS; you must first be infected with HIV, which then develops into AIDS. 

The letters HIV stand for Human Immunodeficiency Virus. When infected with the HIV virus, the body creates antibodies to fight the virus. An HIV test checks for these antibodies. If they are found, you are considered HIV positive.  The HIV Virus continues to break down your immune system by destroying your T-Cells—the cells in the human body that keep you strong and Healthy.  Most humans have Tens of Thousands of these T-Cells. The HIV virus is so Deadly because it destroys these T-Cells so rapidly.  ONLY when a person has less than 200 T-Cells are they considered to have “AIDS.”  Again HIV becomes “AIDS” only when a person’s T-Cell count drops below 200.

How do I get HIV?

· Blood, Breast milk, & Sexual Fluids: These are the Only 3 ways to contract HIV

· There has never been a case of HIV contracted through casual contact (CDC).


What about Saliva or Minor cuts?

· It takes (2) 2 Liter Bottles.  A person would have to stop by Kroger grab (2) 2 Liter bottles of Coke.  Dump out the Entire bottle of the First one, and then Dump out the Entire bottle of the Second one.  They would then have to begin Spitting saliva into BOTH bottles until they were both all the way full.  And then you would have to take in that much Saliva in one sitting to have a chance to be infected with HIV.

· It is always smart to be cautious of blood.  First contact a supervisor, or on site clinical nurse.  If you must work with someone where blood is involved Wear protective gloves.  However a simple cut or scrape touching a sore on you is extremely unlikely to cause anything---it would take a deep open Gash on both parties, with blood flowing freely between the two for HIV to be transmitted.

How long do these children have—What do they go through?

The good thing about HIV today in the US and other parts of the Western World is that we have the technology to 1) Stop the transmission of HIV from Mother to Child & 2) Help prevent HIV from becoming a terminal illness.

· Mother to Child: If HIV is detected early enough in a mother’s pregnancy, today’s technology can prevent mother to child transmission at a 95% success rate.

· How long to Live: Again with the technology today, HIV has transitioned from a terminal illness to a lifestyle illness.  The problem with HIV and Children is that most children live in homes with little to no supervision.  Children often do not take their pills on a regular basis which can cause the avg. lifespan to decrease.
· What do they go through: The average child living with HIV takes between 15 – 20 pills a day.  The pills often described as “Gasoline pills” due to their taste are often not administered properly by parents so the children stop taking them. When taking the pills it only becomes effective cyclically.  

During the first 2 month cycle, the children feel WORSE because their Body is adjusting to the new medicine and often rejects it causing severe vomiting and diarrhea.  Once this first 2 month cycle is over the children begin to feel better and the body adjusts to the large intake of medicine. However, if the children fail to adhere to this regimen consistently (which often happens due to lack of parental oversight) the Cycle starts over and the 2 month period of vomiting and diarrhea begins again. 

     When Children stop taking their medicine (because of the awful taste) they often 
     never want to go back on it again because of the immediate 2 month transition.

· HIV/AIDS Stigma & Stereotype

In today’s society, people are willing to help people and rally behind them if they have Cancer.  This is not the case with HIV/AIDS.  Families and therefore their children are shunned by society.  Children living with HIV often cannot tell people what they go through and are forced to internalize it.  In addition these children are less mentally and physically developed and live in households where only basic needs such as food, housing, and medicine are provided through AIDS Service Organizations (ASO).  HERO is the only ASO focused on their Quality of Life.  

Why is UGA HERO’s so important? 

In our society, 50.4% of people still believe you can get AIDS from being coughed on by a person with AIDS.(UC-Davis Psych.,1999).  With 9,000 Children in our state affected by HIV/AIDS, HERO is the Bridge connecting the community with these children and reducing common stigma & stereotypes.  We are the one and only organization raising money for these children and everything that goes above and beyond their basic needs of food, housing, and medicine.  We also serve to bring the community together to reduce stigma and stereotypes associated with this disease.

Who does HERO collaborate with? 

· Mentoring: Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of Metro Atlanta

· Infected Children: Grady Hospital IDP (Infectious Disease Program) 

· Affected Children: AID Atlanta, Jerusalem House, AID Gwinnett

How do I describe HERO in 30 seconds? 

H.E.R.O. for Children is the State of Georgia’s only non-profit organization providing Quality of Life care for Children affected by HIV/AIDS.  There are more than 500 AIDS organizations in our State that all provide basic needs such as food, housing, or medicine but HERO is the only one solely providing care and Quality of Life through year round programs and special events for children.  Both UGA Football Coach Mark Richt and Vince Dooley are on our Board of Directors and we collaborated with Big Brothers Big Sisters to form the only mentor program for children with HIV in Georgia. 

What are the UGA HERO highlights I should mention? 
· UGA HEROs is the largest collegiate Philanthropy in the State of Georgia

· UGA HEROs collected more than 10,000 HERO Red Ribbons in support of our cause and was recognized by Governor Sonny Perdue on World AIDS Day

· In 2005, 2007, and 2008 UGA HEROs was named “Organization of the Year” at UGA

· In 2005 UGA HEROs won “Outstanding Campus Event” for the HERO Olympics
· In 2008, UGA HEROs raised over $363,000, in just a year. 
Why Donate? There are more than 12,000 children in the State of Georgia affected by HIV/AIDS and Georgia has the 8th highest rate of Pediatric AIDS Cases in the United States.  UGA HEROs is the only collegiate organization in the State raising money to provide Quality of Life care to these Children.  Each dollar raises goes to support H.E.R.O. for Children to provide year round mentors for these children and unforgettable experiences throughout the year.  Both UGA Head Football Coach Mark Richt and Legendary Athletic Director Vince Dooley are on HERO’s Board of Directors and in the last 2 years UGA HEROs has been able to raise over $100,000 to support children affected by HIV/AIDS in Georgia.  In  2005 ,UGA HEROs was recognized as the “Organization of the Year” at UGA and was honored by Governor Sonny Perdue on World AIDS Day for brining attention and awareness to the children of our state affected by this disease.

