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Our Mission

Hearts Everywhere Reaching Out (HERO) for Children is an organization dedicated to improving the Quality of Life for children infected with and affected by HIV/AIDS through enriching programs, unforgettable experiences and connections with the community.


UGA HEROs now unites more than two thousand collegians under this mission statement. Our vision for the future is to not only keep growing in members and donations, but to increase awareness of our cause across the state of Georgia.

 

We strive to make every member feel valued and make every dollar count toward improving the quality of life of our wonderful HERO kids. Our vision is to continue impacting our campus, community, and children.

UGA HEROs rallies students across campus in a year-long fundraiser that culminates in a grand finale at the HERO Olympics--an event for these children and UGA students. 

UGA HEROs works closely with the UGA football team, Athletic Association, and both Head Football Coach Mark Richt and Georgia Legend Vince Dooley (who are both H.E.R.O. Board members) to help rally students and raise more money for children with HIV/AIDS in Georgia.

UGA HEROs strives to improve the quality of life for the 12,000 children in Georgia by raising money to support the programs offered by H.E.R.O. for Children, Inc., spreading awareness about the growing problem of pediatric AIDS, and participating in service initiatives aimed at improving the lives of affected children.
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Background Information
UGA HEROs was created from the vision of two students who had separate experiences working with AIDS orphans internationally. Former student body president Garrett Gravesen lived in Kenya his final summer before graduating and witnessed one of the children he worked with lose his battle to the disease while he was there. 

Later, AIESEC UGA president Ryan Gembala spent time in Brazil at an AIDS orphanage and worked with children throughout the summer. The two UGA students came together before graduating and created the idea of UGA HEROs. The organization would become UGA's first on-campus fall philanthropy and hope to raise money for children in Georgia affected by the disease. 

The two would later go on to create H.E.R.O. for Children, Inc. --the only non-profit organization in the State of Georgia solely dedicated to improving the quality of life for children infected with and affected by HIV/AIDS. H.E.R.O. has created the State of Georgia's only mentoring program for Children with HIV/AIDS. 
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Fact Sheet
2003

UGA HEROs founded 

Raised $50,000 selling bumper stickers

 
2004

Courtney Doran, Executive Director

Raised $50,000 

 

2005

Courtney Doran, Executive Director

Raised $75,000

 

2006 

Chris Hobson, Executive Director 

Raised $78,000 

Motto “You Don’t Need a Cape to be a HERO” 

 

2007

Kevin Scott, Executive Director 

Raised $306,144.28 

Motto “The Impact Starts Here” 

 

2008

Morgan Dorsey, Executive Director 

Raised $363, 803.91 

Motto “Making it Happen” 

SPRING 2009

HERO raised $91,806.99, which brought the grand total to over $1 MILLION for H.E.R.O. for Children in only 6 years

2009
Joanna Harbin, Executive Director

Raised $322,085.75
2010

Becca Elliot, Executive Director

Raised $307, 195.12
Our Programs 

What are our donations funding?

The SuperHEROes Program
The SuperHEROes program is the only one-on-one mentoring program for children affected by HIV/AIDS in Georgia that provides year-round, positive role models with each matching meeting a minimum of 24 times per year with their child. 

The Rising HEROes Program

The Rising HEROes Program is designed to build life skills around the Emotional, Social, Educational and Financial challenges that HIV/AIDS causes in the lives of children. This groundbreaking program was developed along with specialists from Emory University and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and includes 12 sessions per year. 

H.E.R.O. 

Provides unforgettable experiences for children affected by HIV/AIDS:

HERO for a Day
Coach Mark Richt and the University of Georga football team help create a magical field day event for children affected by HIV/AIDS featured on ABC, NBC, FOX, and CBS.

Fall Festival of Fun
Coach Paul Hewitt and the Georgia Tech basketball team join the children and participate in all the games and activities of spectacular Fall Festival

HERO Olympics
In the true spirit of the kids, hundreds of University student volunteers host the children in an Olympic style competition of heroic proportions. 

Holiday of HEROs 

H.E.R.O. brightens the holiday season by providing presents to the children and a food basket for each family. In 2007, HERO worked with 325 children from Athens, Albany, Augusta, Macon, and Atlanta
Our Impact
· H.E.R.O. for Children is the only organization in Georgia solely dedicated to providing Quality of Life care for children infected with and affected by HIV/AIDS.
· H.E.R.O., along with specialists from Emory and the CDC, has developed the 1st curriculum to build life skills around the Emotional, Social, Educational and Financial challenges that HIV/AIDS causes in the lives of children.
· H.E.R.O. has developed the 1st Mentor Training Curriculum to prepare adult volunteers for the challenges of mentoring an HIV infected or affected child, also with specialists from Emory and the CDC. 

· H.E.R.O. for Children has the only one-on-one mentoring program for children affected by HIV/AIDS in the state of Georgia.
· In 2007, H.E.R.O. expanded its programs to serve children affected by HIV/AIDS outside of metro Atlanta, in the Augusta, Albany, Macon and Athens areas.
· H.E.R.O. for Children has provided 300 children with 18,000 hours of Quality of Life care through more than 1,000 volunteers.
· H.E.R.O.’s impact has received international recognition by hosting opening night of a United Nations conference on AIDS and when invited to India to present its programs to Microsoft, Hewlitt Packard and 91 international delegations.
· H.E.R.O. was honored by Governor Sonny Perdue on World AIDS Day 2004 for collecting more than 10,000 HERO red ribbons from across Georgia.









HIV/AIDS
      Facts and Information

· HIV in Georgia

· There are more than 12,000 children in Georgia affected by HIV/AIDS
· Georgia has the 8th highest number of Pediatric AIDS cases in the United States 
· 90% of HERO children come from family incomes of $10,000 or less 
· There are 500 organizations in Georgia working with those impacted by HIV/AIDS
· Only 12 of these organizations work with children (2.5%) and only provide for their basic needs (housing, food and medicine)
· HERO is the only organization dedicated to improving the quality of life of these children– both physically and mentally
· Information about HIV and AIDS 

· You CANNOT spread AIDS, but you CAN spread HIV 
· The HIV Virus is what causes AIDS
· The HIV Virus affects your immune system and attacks your T-Cells (Cells in the human body that make your immune system strong). 
· The letters HIV stand for Human Immunodeficiency Virus

· When infected with the HIV virus, the body creates antibodies to fight the virus  

· Most humans have tens of thousands of T-Cells that work to keep them strong and healthy, people with HIV and AIDS have much lower counts

· When a person’s T-Cell count drops below 200 T-Cells, they are considered to have AIDS 
· The HIV/AIDS Stigma and Stereotype

· In today’s society, people are willing to help others with terminal diseases and rally behind them without fear of the disease; however, this is not the case with HIV/AIDS.  Children living with HIV often cannot tell people what they go through and are forced to internalize their feelings and experiences.  In addition, these children are less mentally and physically developed, and often times live in households where only basic needs such as food, housing, and medicine are provided through AIDS Service Organizations (ASO).  HERO is the only ASO focused on their quality of life and promoting a stress-free childhood. 

       Multimedia
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@UGAHEROs


http://twitter.com/ugaheros















































UGA HEROs


http://www.facebook.com/UGAHEROs











